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From: Gasland the Movie <admin@gaslandthemovie.com> 

To: Stevie Wilding/ESC/R3/USEPA/US 
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Please respond to admin@gaslandthemovie.com 

Dear Friends: 

I want to call your attention to some critical news and ask you to quickly take 
action: 

FIRST: USDA GATE!!! 

BREAKING NEWS: USDA Reverses Itself and Exempts Rural Properties 
with Gas Drilling Leases from NEP A 

ACTION: Call President Obama and tell him: 
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"Please do not allow the USDA to exempt housing loans from a full NEPA 
review." 

White House Phone numbers: 202-456-1111 and 202-456-1414 

Here's the background and the reasons why you should call: 

In a move that has angered hydrofracking opponents, the USDA did an 
about-face and reneged on earlier statements that its popular rural housing 
loans on properties with gas drilling leases would have to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and today authorized an 
Administrative Notice stating that rural housing loans would be excluded 
from NEPA. On Monday, The New York Times had reported the USDA 
was planning on issuing an Administrative Notice to the opposite effect, 
telling staff that loans on properties with gas leases must undergo a full 
environmental review as required by NEPA before mortgage loans are 
made or guaranteed by the agency. 

"The proposal by the Agriculture Department, which has signaled its intention in 
e-mails to Congress and landowners, reflects a growing concern that lending to 
owners of properties with drilling leases might violate the National 
Environmental Policy Act, known as NEP A, which requires environmental 
reviews before federal money is spent," the Times wrote. The article quoted the 
program director for rural loans in the Agriculture Department's New York 
office saying that, "We will no longer be financing homes with gas leases." 
"Approval of such leases would allow for a number of potential impacts to 

possibly occur which would need to be analyzed in a NEP A document that would 
be reviewed by the public for sufficiency," another USDA official was quoted as 
saymg. 

See the full New York Times article HERE. 

But in an email statement yesterday, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
reversed those positions and said, "USDA will not make any policy changes 
related to rural housing loans ... The information provided to Congressional 
offices on March 8, 2012 was premature and does not reflect past, current 
or future practices of the department. Tomorrow, I will authorize an 
Administrative Notice reaffirming that rural housing loans are categorically 
excluded under the National Environmental Policy Act." 

Friends, this is a very important development and one that we need to 
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speak up about. A full NEPA review, like the type the agency was talking 
about affirming, would have been more transparent, more rigorous and 
comprehensive. USDA staff experts in the NY office as well as in DC made 
clear in emails that the law and the science require that mortgages with 
drilling leases shouldn't be exempt from NEPA. This 180-degress turn by 
Secretary Vilsack contradicts both science and law. 

Excluding NEP A review of fracking' s environmental impacts is a significant 
move. It means that environmental review of rural housing loans would be 
limited to the EPA's far less comprehensive national study of fracking, 
which is focused exclusively on drinking water and does not admit public 
comment. Doing a NEP A analysis would have ensured that federal 
agencies issuing loans are complying with the law. In fact, officials 
expressed concern the agency would be vulnerable to lawsuits if they didn't 
conduct the NEP A reviews thoroughly enough. But exempting rural 
housing loans from NEP A means that gas drilling leases will also be exempt 
from legal recourse and other basic public interest protections the law was 
meant to provide. It also means that when property values drop 
precipitously due to contamination from gas drilling, sometimes to as low as 
10% of their original value as we've seen in Pennsylvania, the American 
Taxpayer is going to be left holding the bag. 

Not only is this is unlawful, it's just not right. 

Call President Obama and tell him: 

"Please do not allow the USDA to exempt housing loans from a full NEPA 
review." 

White House Phone numbers: 202-456-1111 and 202-456-1414 

SECOND: EPA VINDICATES DIMOCK FAMILIES!!! 
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BREAKING NEWS: EPA confirms Dimock water is unsafe. The Gasland 
team and I provided Pro-Publica with the unreleased water tests. The 
families in Dimock, P A have high to explosive levels of methane as well as 
chemicals known to cause cancer and heavy metals that exceed the agency's 
"trigger level" in their water wells. The families have been vindicated. 
Science triumphs over spin. 

Please read the full Pro-Publica story HERE. 

Thanks for taking action and being a part of a profound movement to stop 
fracking! 

--Josh 

You are receiving this email as part of the gaslandthemovie.com mailing list. 
Click here to unsubscribe 
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